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US, UK varsities may merge to counter India threat
Prasun Sonwalkar/PTl/ London July 29, 2009, 14:36 |5T

As India and China make major investments in higher education, British and American universities are considering
merging to maintain their pre-eminent positicn in the global education market,

Areport commissioned ky Prime Minister Gordoen Brown suggests that

instead of competing among themselves forinternaticnal students, British Hire a Freelancer?

and American universities should cooperate, and consider merging. Global Talent on Demand. Post
requirements and get hids for

The report, titted Higher Education and Collabaoration in a Global Context, FF.E.E.!
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has been released after consultations hetween leading educationists in the
LIS and the UK, including Eric Thomas, vice-chancellor of the University of

Bristol, and Katherine Fleming, vice-chancellar of Mew York Liniversity. International Courier
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The report said: “Within both the UK and the USA, the higher education GETinformed' to track delivery
sector has long held a position of praminence and prestige — even though wiww. gemwerldwide. com

there are signs that this position is under threat.
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Globalisation represents the latest, and likely most transformative, 8 Also Read
competitive arena that ocur countries face. tis unclearwhat a deepening of : .
the collaborative relationship would mean within the confines of the current Related Stories || News Now |
framewcrk. There is a need to think radically — even mergers hetween UK _ Govt takes steps to ensure
and US instituticns might e a goal. transparency in AICTE
_ o o _ o _ - Over 100 jobs at British Council
Stating that US and UK universities should jointly build on their primacy’ in to be outsourced to India
wirld higher education to lead the development of a “glaobal civil society’, the - Will the new Bill improve
report said the focus should now be to extend the US-UK madel to third -,::uducation C-LItEE-I‘l'lEr:'IS'?'

country locations. : :
- Less campus recruitment at

[ITs, [IMs by MNCs this year:

This will enrich immensely the universities of both countries, foster the Govt
growth of an open, competitive and accessible higher education sectarin - Mo advisory panel for minority
other nations, and constitutes a vitally important form of soft diplamacy and private institutions .
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Rick Trainor, president of Liniversities LK and principal of King's College
Londaon, said: "Mow, mare than ever, collabaration across borders among cur leading universities is absolutely
necessary.

The strength of the UKJS partnership, the longstanding pre-eminence of the two countries in the higher education
sector and more recently the crisis in the global econoemy validate the case for deepened and internaticnalised
collaboration.

John Sexton, president of Mew Yark University, said: “In the future, the UKL higher education agenda must go hevand
seeking simply greater mobility and partnership bhetween the two. Instead, universities must focus on ways to expand
the strengths of the LIKSUE model in multilateral ways to create a worldwide network of co-operation and excellence.”



